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One of the things the right wing has done so wellsrextremely successful effort to control all
sources of power in the United States is to wage a 30ypluseampaign to conquer the media.
The strategy has succeeded so well that even now, eldspitnany failures of the Bush
administration, and with the associated disastrousecasices, representatives of the
mainstream media can hardly bring themselves to cetiGeorge Bush.

The double standard in media treatment has been docuhmeatey times, most recently by
Jamison Foser, writing thaMedia Matters at Media Matters for America:

At this point, you'd have to be blind to miss the pattererfEprominent
progressive leader who comes along is openly deride@ im#dia as fake,
dishonest, conniving, out-of-the-mainstream, and weaksiiply can't
continue to chalk this up to shortcomings on the part ofid@eatic candidates
or their staff and consultants. It's all too cleat tihis will happen regardless
of who the candidate or leader is; regardless of who worlkisim or her...

Meanwhile, any conservative who comes along is goirmgtpraised for
being strong and authentic and likable.

This situation will not change until progressives fatde change.

And this may be the perfect time to encourage projectsmiigoromote a realignment. Stirling
Newberry wrote yesterday at TPM Café about thed Stream’sof thought in America. One
stream is the broad Democrats-are-bad-for-us-and-Repuobl@are-good-for-us theme pushed by
the media, apparently because their writers never fpayt@an to actual events. Then there is the
that-is-not-what-we-are-seeing theme, held by a greay members of the public, based on
their understanding of the discreet events that haveeprine broad theme to be a lie.

The Great Disconnect

This discrepancy, between what the media was saying bhadlwas seeing and understanding,
is the very reason | became involved in politics in 2000tHe first time in my life. | became
extremely concerned in the late 1990s about the medégitrient of President Clinton. But |
decided | had to try to do something about it when it becdea that the same kinds of attacks
would be applied to Al Gore. How can we possibly clairhaee a democracy, when the right-
wing elites and their employees in the chatteringseladeel, as they certainly seem to do, that
they should be the ones to decide who can and who canoat peesident?

More and more Americans seem to be feeling the samertisct | have felt. Newspaper and
radio and television news executives, neverthelessinc@down the path that leads to lower
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readership and listenership, and fewer watchers of televisgws. They fight against the trend
by adding more fluff to their coverage, while never esealizing, apparently, that what
Americans are hungry for is honesty. And that hungprasisely what is driving concerned
citizens to the Internet for their information.

Because of the dreadful coverage of the political pcethe mainstream media, progressives
have a tremendous opportunity to take the initiative, tb tirase readers, listeners, and viewers
who are fed up with powder puff coverage, and to attrant thethe places on the Internet
where they can get good information, the kind of infaromathat will allow them to be
responsible citizens who make knowledgeable decisionseosdhes.

Why WeMust Act

What the right-wing elites did so effectively in taggiover America was to develop their own
media outlets and find, develop, and fund the talent tloaiges the content for those outlets.
Meanwhile, on the progressive side, we have gotten alithgaview lonely voices who are paid
for their efforts, plus a certain number of dedicatenpewho do the work for the love of the
cause. Naturally, most of us who are not paid for olitigad work cannot do it full time. That
is one of the main reasons there is such an imbalamoedia coverage today.

Progressivesust change the imbalance. Even if Democrats recapturehoaises of Congress
in November, the right-wing elites and their employeéiscontinue to push their agenda and
will keep polarizing the nation, if they can. They haleady started to blame the Bush
administration’s failures on everyone but themselvektheir own blind allegiance to ideology
and to the almighty dollar. It is entirely possibleytltould once again fool Americans into
putting some of their true believers in power, and the geup might not be as incompetent as
the Bush administration has proven to be. A new grawpmpetent one, could finish off the
Constitution completely.

What We Can Do

To counter the ongoing misinformation campaign, progressieed to create an organization
dedicated to finding, developing, and supporting talented resgayatriters, investigative
reporters, speakers, flmmakers, and cartoonists who beteughful reporting and
commentary, and to making sure their work receives wigesxe. Creating and supporting
new and independent media outlets is one of the wagsooimplishing this goal.

Starting such a project is a daunting thought, but thexenigy to go about it that could begin
small and grow. | believe that starting an online pra&ivessubscription service could provide
the basis for the project | envision.

This proposal is not meant to diminish the importanocgrassroots/GOTV organizing, or
election reform. Those efforts are just as impdréarthis one. But we must attack all three
fronts at the same time, and we must do so nationwide,rgend, and election cycle after
election cycle—if we want to prevail in the long term.
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Content Providers M ust Be Paid

Someday all communication and entertainment will conteeotr homes and offices over one or
more networks, which we may continue to call "theinet", no matter how different these
networks are from today’s information highway. AlmaBtinformation and entertainment will
be available on demand. There will be content andcg=r that we will pay for, in addition to
buying access itself to one or more of the networksneSeeople already do pay for content—
those who subscribe to TimesSelectla New York Times, for example, those who pay for
premium content on Air America Radio, and those witzssribe to Salon.com.

Content providers have to make a profit, or at ledisirey. The advertising dollars are starting
to catch up with the movement of readers from prinféotenic media, but as their other
sources of revenue dry up, the providers will close offenamd more of their material to
subscribers only. They have to. They have to pay thgiayees, pay their rent, and perhaps
buy a few paper clips from time to time.

Even the smallest news and/or commentary websitedras costs associated with it, not the
least of which is the owner’s time to maintain tite,dind content and/or write, and post. We
can continue to insist that everyone but the top blodageesmateurs, but the consequence is a
permanent lack of depth among progressive commentators.

| have a continuing concern that many progressives wiilbe able to afford subscriptions to the
many outlets that will demand them. One of the comfddihear from potential donors to my
website is there are so many demands on their monegh#hyahave a hard time deciding which
websites to contribute to. This new organization would &akay that difficulty. Through one
donation, subscribers would support many publications, webaidsaudio/video streams.

As information and entertainment content moves tonteret, we will have less need for
traditional cable television service. As people chandettwnet telephone services, fewer of us
will rely on conventional means for telephone commoaton. With the growth of wireless
Internet capability, even cell phones could move tewa Imternet-based technology. These
changes will free up some of the money we now pagdbte television and for regular and
cellular telephone services, but the transition talle years. A progressive online subscription
service can help bridge the transition by offering a caetbsubscription to many progressive
websites.

Types of Organizations To Fund

In building their mighty megaphone, the right-wing alithd not decide to fund one organization
or one media outlet. They either knew or learnedithaas important to have many voices
saying similar things as a way of lending more validitytteir ideas. We would do well to

follow that example, but not just for the reason of@asing our influence. We are also
believers in democracy, and the more people we havengoon progressive issues, the better
the ideas we will eventually promote. There are athges to having many people with many
points of view contributing to the discussion when baitdan agenda for change.
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Fortunately, to build a progressive media structure, el mot start from scratch. There are
many existing outlets to consider for funding, for exampl

* Print magazines such @be American Prospect, In These Times, Mother Jones, andThe
Nation, and online magazines suchSaon.comandAlterNet.org

* Media reform organizations likéairness and Accuracy In Reporti(féAIR), David
Brock’'s Media Matters for Americaand Bob McChesneyBree Press

* Investigative reporters like BBC report8reg Palasand Iran/Contra investigat®obert
Parry

* Headline and news summary websites sudbuazFlash.comBushWatch.comand my
own much more humble sitBlakeThemAccountable.com

» Websites that capture full articles and post originahmentary, likecCommon Dreams
News CenteandTruthout

*  Premium content a&ir America Radio

* Bloggers

One reason for supporting these outlets is that the @éepind them have already shown the
interest, the talent, and the stick-to-it-ivenessgmsary to make an impact. Another reason,
especially for supporting the sites that archive artiofespecial interest to progressives, is that
though it is said truth drives out lies, that does ppeear to be the case on the Internet. Because
the more or less factual stories printed by the maiastraedia are cycled into the pay-as-you-
access archives after a certain period of time, masieo$tories and commentary that remain
available to people researching issues on the Intertied distorted information presented by
such right-wing sites as Townhall, WorldNetDaily, anelgMax.

Just type [“al gore” lies], without the brackets, into Gleo and you will see what | mean. You
will see many articles and editorials repeating the Bashpaign’s opposition research claims
that Al Gore lied in the 2000 campaign, but very few littk§actual stories that debunked the
claim.

Where the Funding Will Come From

Although it would make sense to have some initial fundiaghfwealthy donors to get the
organization started, in the long term the organizatiortdhbs self funded from member
subscriptions. We could offer subscribers the opportunibetmedia moguls of the left for the
mere price of one movie ticket per month. If promotedhieylarge progressive groups, the
subscription organization could grow to millions of members.

Allocation of Funds

The fairest way to allocate the funds available fraamber subscriptions would be based on
usage—bandwidth or number of page clicks or a combinatidredfto. | prefer not to use a
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measure of number of times a website is linked to frdraratites, such as that used by
Technorati. The people who do the reading, listening, atdhing should be the main
controllers of how the money is distributed, and thatill be better done by a mechanism
similar to that used by Alexa. It would not be diffictdtprogram a small application for
member websites to post on their site that sendsctrafbrmation to the organization’s website,
which would be the determinant for allocation.

There may be websites that insist on a flat fe@dgess to their content, but an organization
consisting of many members will be in a much betteitippso negotiate a good price than
individuals could ever be.

Additional Benefits

We could specify that to qualify for funding, a blog or wibhs/ould have to commit to a set of
standards that can only improve the quality and the rktiabf progressive reporting and
commentary, increasing our credibility. Patrolling theses for conformance to standards need
not be an administrative nightmare, however. Thakwould be done by subscribers.

Recently proposed legislation to allow Internet serpicviders to charge content providers for
preferential treatment has been mightily fought by mafrtye largest content providers. The
legislation may fail this time, but the telecommunmas companies will not stop trying to find
new and creative ways to charge additional money and gaiketrshare by merging into ever
more powerful conglomerates. The larger we can ghisssubscription service, the more power
we can have, as a group, to fight any legislation dedigmallow the telecoms to charge for
preferential treatment.

When Do We Get Started?

It's up to you.
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